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STATEMENT BY SEN. STROM THURMOND (D - SC) ON ADMINISTRATIONS CIVIL 
RIGHTS PROPOSALS IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS BY FRANK VAN DER LINDEN, 
FEBRUARY 16, 1959 
A c·areful study of the administration's so-called civil rights 
proposals reveals that this has been a badly misrepresented program. 
According to many press reports and even some of the Republican congressional 
leaders, this bill was a mild approach. 
To call this proposal a mild approach is a masterpiece of misrepre-
sentation. Its implications are every bit as bad as those of the 
defeated Part III of the 1957 Civil Rights Bill. In effect, this 
proposal would deal a death blow to the constitutional guaranty of free 
speech contained in Article I of the Bill of Rights of our Constitution, 
for this proposal would make a criminal offense of uttering threats or 
communications which interfere with Court orders on the subject of school 
integration, even in the absence of overt acts. This is less consideration 
than is given communists who advocate violent overthrow of the government, 
but cannot be convicted of sedition unless they commit an overt act. The 
ultimate effect of this proposal could well be to gag the critics of the 
~~ 
school integration decisions, while~anyone free to criticize any other 
decision of the court. 
If this proposal were enacted into law, the author of the current 
best seller entitled, 111984", which pictures the conditions existing in 
a thought-controlled dictatorship which might exist in a future year, 
should change the title of his book to "1959" to reflect the date of 
passage of this legislation, if it should be enacted. 
